
 

 
COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE:     WL 325 - Contemporary Italian Literature    
(45 contact hours, 3 credits) 

This syllabus is informational in nature and is not an express or implied contract. It is subject to change due to 
unforeseen circumstances, as a result of any circumstance outside the University’s control, or as other needs arise. If, in 
the University’s sole discretion, public health conditions or any other matter affecting the health, safety, upkeep, or 
well-being of our campus community or operations requires the University to move to remote teaching, alternative 
assignments may be provided so that the learning objectives for the course, as determined by the faculty and the 
University, can still be met. The University does not guarantee specific in-person, on-campus classes, activities, 
opportunities, or services or any other particular format, timing, or location of education, classes, activities, or services. 
 
Mask Policy 
Please be advised that the mask policy in this class will follow Sant’Anna Institute requirements. When/if the University 
enacts a mask policy, all students are expected to adhere to the policy. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students will study Italian literature of the Twentieth and Twenty-first Century. Students will critically analyze the 
internationally renowned literary texts in their original language. Course's focus is to give a general overview of literary 
developments during the 20th century and to deepen the relationships of literature with different forms of ‘power’. 
Students will read pages of the works selected in Italian and they will be able to debate on them in the classroom. They 
will try to understand the role of literature in the contemporary world and its value in human life.  

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES / LEARNING OUTCOMES 
At the end of the course students will be able to: 

● Develop a solid understanding of the Italian literary canon, including key authors, works, and movements. 
● Explore and apply concepts and theories related to Italian Literary Studies to deepen their comprehension of 

texts and contexts. 
● Enhance skills in interpretation and textual analysis, focusing on Italian literature across genres, periods, and 

styles. 
● Strengthen critical-thinking abilities, fostering the capacity for creative and informed interpretations of literary 

texts. 
● Improve proficiency in reading and writing in Italian, with attention to vocabulary, syntax, and stylistic nuances. 
● Acquire and refine bibliographical research skills, including the use of digital and traditional resources to support 

literary studies. 
● Engage with the cultural and historical contexts of Italian literature to understand its role in shaping and 

reflecting society. 
● Cultivate comparative and interdisciplinary approaches, connecting Italian literature to broader cultural, artistic, 

and philosophical movements. 
● Develop collaborative skills, participating in discussions, presentations, and group projects that require 

teamwork and intellectual exchange. 
 
 

 



FORMAT 
 

● The course will include lectures, student-led discussions and presentations. 

Lessons will be based on class interaction, reflection on texts, and oral presentations done by students to facilitate the 
analysis of literary works. Various textual typologies will be taken into account, including poetry, short stories, and 
novels, as well as documentaries and films produced by the authors studied or in cooperation with them. 
 

TEXTS AND REQUIRED READINGS:  
● Material provided by the faculty 

 
In this course, students will have access to a wide range of educational materials curated by the instructor to enhance 
their learning experience. Among these resources, special attention will be given to scientific articles that delve into the 
latest research and advancements in the field. The instructor will guide students through the analysis of these articles. 
 

EXAMS and ASSIGNMENTS 

The assessment for this course is designed to evaluate students’ understanding and application of the principles of 
literature analysis through a variety of methods. The Assessment components include: Weekly Assessment Questions, 
Midterm Exam and Final Exam. 
 

1. Weekly Assessment Questions:  
* To do well on the multiple choice/multiple answer questions, you will need to read the text assigned for the 
course carefully and deeply, but you will not be expected to know details outside the bounds of the text;  
* To do well on the open-ended students should respond to the detailed prompt that will indicate the length of 
the expected response and key points to address;  
 

2. Mid-term exam: The mid-term exam will be a PPT presentation covering all material presented in the first half of 
the course. The student will independently choose an author from those studied during the first part of the 
semester and prepare a presentation of at least 10 minutes. Their presentation must highlight the following: the 
context, the author's works, and the literary innovations introduced by the chosen author. 
Additionally, the student will need to answer three questions posed in class by their peers. 
 

3. Final exam: The final exam will be written and will encompass the entire course content.  
- in class: written exam (12 questions: 6 multiple choice+ 5 open-ended + 1 analysis). 
* The analysis question (= a short paper) is tailored to each student. Each student can freely choose one of the 
suggested topics: 
 

● Identity: Who are we really? 
● Literature ‘against’: Against discomfort, against power. 
● Gender gap: The feminine in Italy. 
● Matters of the heart: Emotions, memories, recollections. 
● Happiness. 

In the final test they will analyze a passage studied in class that relates to their chosen topic. 
To do well the analysis, students should to demonstrate the ability to analyze a work (literary text/poem), 
contextualize it, and relate it to the broader Italian literary canon.  
 

These standards use as criteria the Elements of Academic Writing.  

 



A paper in the A-range (A or A-) demonstrates a mastery of the Elements of Academic Writing. It advances an interesting, 
arguable thesis; establishes a compelling motive to suggest why the thesis is original or worthwhile; analyzes evidence 
insightfully and in depth; draws from well-chosen sources, deploying them in a variety of ways; employs a logical and 
progressive structure; and is written in a graceful and sophisticated style.  
A paper in the B-range (B+, B, B-) Essays are strong and succeed in many ways but present a few key “Elements” that 
need significant work. While these essays offer an engaging and intelligent discussion, certain aspects don't yet live up to 
their full potential. “B+” essays might, for instance, offer a partial thesis and some good work with evidence but need 
substantial development in both areas and/or present shortcomings in others. 
A paper in the C-range (C+, C, C-) Essays possess potential but are flawed in their current form, with several areas that 
require substantial improvement. These essays require significant, further revision in all or most pertinent “Elements.” 
A paper in the D-range provides little evidence and analysis; draw on sources insufficiently; or display an incoherent or 
rambling structure. It does, however, show signs of attempting to engage with the sources and skills expected in the 
assignment, and it is at least half the assigned length.  
A paper earning a grade of E does not fulfill the basic expectations of the assignment. It may be less than half the 
assigned length or fail to engage with the sources and skills expected in the assignment. For example, in a research 
paper, the essay may show no signs of research. 
 

4. Class participation: Beyond the written exams, students' participation in class is crucial for the whole learning 
experience. Participation includes contributions to class discussions, workshops and conferences, and sincere 
efforts on exercises, response papers, and drafts. Participation will be evaluated based on engagement in 
experiential activities conducted during the course. These activities are designed to encourage active learning 
and facilitate the application of theoretical knowledge. Active and meaningful participation in these activities will 
contribute positively to the final grade. 

These examination modes generate a score that is expressed in percentage values and with which a grade is associated 
as a letter grade. Specifically, students who earn a final score as follows. 
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN: 
 
Midterm grade are determined according to the following breakdown:  
 

● Participation in class: 30% 
● Oral presentation: 40% 
● 4 Weekly Assessment Questions: 30% 

 
Final grades are determined according to the following breakdown:  
 

● Participation in class: 25% 
● Midterm exam (oral presentation): 25% 
● Overall Weekly Assessment Questions (4+4): 20% 
● Final Exam: 30%   

 

GRADING SCALE 

A       95%-100% 
A-     90%-94% 
B+     87%-89% 
B       83%-86% 
B-      80%-82% 
C+     77%-79% 

C       73%-76% 
C-      70%-72% 
D+     67%-69% 
D-     60%-62% 
F       < 60 

 

 



SCHEDULE OF TOPICS 

The course is divided into thematic units designed to comprehensively cover the key aspects of the Italian literary canon. 
 

Unit 1 Objectives: To introduce basic concepts of literature analysis. 
Three levels of meaning: literal, interpretive, and reflective. Cos’è letteratura?  
Main topics: 
U.Eco: L’importanza di leggere. da La bustina di Minerva. 
A.De Carlo. Due di due. Passi scelti. 

Unit 2 Objectives: Le avanguardie letterarie 
Main topics: 
T.F. Marinetti: Il Manifesto del futurismo. Zang tuung tumb. 
A. Palazzeschi: Chi sono?; E lasciatemi divertire! 

Unit 3  Objectives: Che vuol dire identità?  
 Main topics:    
 L. Pirandello: Uno, nessuno e centomila. Capitolo 1; Capitolo 8; Finale. 
 L. Pirandello: Il fu Mattia Pascal. Premessa; capitolo 8 (Adriano Meis). Capitolo 18. Finale. 

Unit 4  Objectives:  La poesia tra le due guerre. 
 Main topics:   
 G. Ungaretti: Soldati. Mattina. San Martino del Carso. 
 S. Quasimodo: Ed è subito sera. Alle fronde dei salici. Uomo del mio tempo. 
 E. Montale: Spesso il male di vivere ho incontrato. Non chiederci la parola.   

Unit 5  Objectives:  Il neorealismo in letteratura. 
 Main topics:  
 Primo Levi.  Se questo è un uomo. Poesia. + Pagine scelte.  
 Carlo Levi. Cristo si è fermato ad Eboli. Pagine scelte. 

Unit 6 Objectives:  Letteratura, fantasia e ipertesto. 
Main topics:   
I. Calvino. Il barone rampante. Capitoli: 1, 2, 3, 8, 30 
Il castello dei destini incrociati. L’alchimista. 
Lezioni americane. La leggerezza. 

Unit 7  Objectives:  Letteratura migrante. 
 Main topics:  
 I. Scego: Salsicce. Essere italiana per me. da Pecore nere. 
 Dismatria. 
 Film: Terraferma (2011) 

Unit 8  Objectives:  Letteratura al cinema e in musica.  
 Main topics:  
 P. P. Pasolini: Medea. 
 A. Baricco: Novecento. Pagine scelte.  
 F. De Andrè: Il testamento di Tito. Bocca di rosa. Via del Campo. La guerra di Piero. 

Unit 9  Objectives:  Nord e Sud in letteratura.  
 Main topics:  
 L. De Crescenzo: Così parlò Bellavista.  Pagine scelte. 
 M. Serao. Il ventre di Napoli. Pagine scelte. 
 Film: Benvenuti al Sud (2010)   

 



Unit 10  Objectives:  La donna in Italia.  
 Main topics: 
 A. Merini: Sarò sola? Io ero un uccello. Alda Merini. A tutti i giovani raccomando. 
 D. Maraini: Bagheria. Pagine scelte. Poesia: Fiori per noi. 
 M. Murgia: Stai zitta. Pagine scelte.   

Unit 11  Objectives:  La letteratura del cuore 
 Main topics: 
 S. Tamaro. Va’ dove ti porta il cuore. Pagine scelte. 
 E. De Luca. Il giorno prima della felicità. Pagine scelte. 
 T. Terzani. Un indovino mi disse. Pagine scelte. 
 D. Di Pietrantonio. L’Arminuta. Pagine scelte. 

Unit 12   Objectives:  La letteratura di domani 
  Main topics: 
  D. Starnone. Via Gemito. Pagine scelte. 

 

CLASS POLICY 

Attendance 
You are allowed ONE unexcused absence. Documentation for any other absence MUST be produced and APPROVED by 
your faculty. For absences due to illness, please provide the faculty with a doctor's note upon returning to class as well as 
inform them and/or the Office the first day of illness. 
Participation grants the student one point for each lesson they attend. Unjustified absences result in 0 points. 
Participation in field-trips, if any, awards 2 points, while non-participation results in a loss of 2 points. 

Late submissions: 
Assignments not submitted by the due date will receive a penalty of 10% for the first 24 hours, 20% for a 48-hour delay. 
No submissions will be accepted more than 3 days after the deadline, unless arrangements have been made with the 
instructor (for extensions under exceptional circumstances, apply to the course instructor). 

Personal Technology: 
Please turn cell phones off during class. You can use laptops to take notes, however social networking, e-mailing, surfing 
the Internet, playing games, etc. are forbidden during class. Any student caught using their laptop/cell phones 
inappropriately during class will be asked to turn them off. Repeated violations of this rule after the first warning will 
result in the student being marked absent for the day and permanently losing their laptop privileges. Please be respectful 
and limit your use of personal electronic devices during class to academic purposes. 

Contesting a grade: 
If students wish to contest a grade, they must make an appointment to do so in person. The student should contact the 
instructor with any concerns within ONE week of receiving the grade. The student must also demonstrate that they have 
read the comments accompanying the grade by presenting a brief written statement specifying why the grade does not 
reflect the quality of the work. It is at the discretion of the instructor to decide whether the work and the student’s 
request warrant any increase or decrease in the grade. Students should retain a copy of all submitted assignments and 
feedback (in case of loss) and should also retain all of their marked assignments. 

Recommended behavior: 

- Class begins promptly at the beginning of the class period. It is advisable that you be in your seat and ready to 
start participating in class at that time. 

 



- Always bring the required supplies and be ready to be actively engaged in the learning process. This 
communicates preparedness and interest. 

- Turn your cell phone off or to vibrate mode before the start of class; 
- It is fine to bring a drink or a snack to class, as long as it is not distracting. In conjunction with this, please pick up 

your trash when you leave the room. 
- Your professor expects your full attention for the entire class period. If you know that you’ll need to leave before 

the class is over, try to sit as close to the door as possible so as not to disrupt others. Similarly, if you arrive in 
class late, just slip in as quietly as possible and take the first available seat you come to. 

- Do not sleep in class! Laying your head on the desk or sleeping in class is rude, and it is distracting to others. Turn 
in assignments on time. 

- When you have a question or comment, please raise your hand first as a courtesy to your classmates and the 
professor. Remember, your questions are NOT an imposition – they are welcome. So, ask questions! You’ll learn 
more, it makes the class more interesting, and you are helping others learn as well. 

-  If an emergency arises that requires an absence from a session, it is your responsibility to get the notes and all 
other information that was covered in class from a colleague you trust. 

 
Secular and religious holidays: 

Sant'Anna Institute recognizes that there are several secular and religious holidays - not included in the Italian calendar - 
that affect large numbers of its community members. In consideration of their significance for many students, no 
examinations may be given and no assigned work may be required on these days. Students who observe these holidays 
will be given an opportunity to make up missed work in both laboratories and lecture courses. If an examination is given 
on the first class day after one of these holidays, it must not cover material introduced in class on that holiday. Students 
who wish to observe such holidays must inform their instructors within the first two weeks of each semester of their 
intent to observe the holiday even when the exact date of the holiday will not be known until later so that alternative 
arrangements convenient to both students and faculty can be made at the earliest opportunity. 

Students who make such arrangements will not be required to attend classes or take examinations on the designated 
days, and faculty must provide reasonable opportunities for such students to make up missed work and examinations. 
For this reason it is desirable that faculty inform students of all examination dates at the start of each semester. 

 ACADEMIC HONESTY 

“Members of the Jacksonville University community are expected to foster and uphold the highest standards of honesty 
and integrity, which are foundations for the intellectual endeavors we engage in. 
To underscore the importance of truth, honesty, and accountability, students and instructors should adhere to the 
following standard: 
“On my honor as a student of Jacksonville University, I promise to uphold the values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, 
and responsibility in all my dealings with faculty, staff, and students.” 
Academic misconduct occurs when a student engages in an action that is deceitful, fraudulent, or dishonest regarding 
any type of academic assignment that is intended to or results in an unfair academic advantage. In this context, the term 
“assignment” refers to any type of graded or ungraded work that is submitted for evaluation for any course. Academic 
misconduct includes but is not limited to cheating, collusion, falsification, misrepresentation, unauthorized collaboration 
on assignments, copying another student’s work, using or providing unauthorized notes or materials, turning in work not 
produced by the individual, attempting to get credit for a single instance of work submitted for more than one course,  
and plagiarism.  Furthermore, providing deceitful, fraudulent, or dishonest information during discussions of an 
academic matter with faculty are also examples of academic misconduct.” (Jacksonville University Academic Integrity 
Policy). 

Throughout this course we will be reading and reporting about the work of others. All information that is not original to 
the student must be appropriately attributed in both presentations and written work. All students are expected to do 
their own work and give appropriate credit for all sources used in the process of preparing papers, presentations, and 
 

https://www.ju.edu/academicintegrity/academic-integrity-misconduct-policy.php
https://www.ju.edu/academicintegrity/academic-integrity-misconduct-policy.php


homework assignments. Group assignments will be graded based on the product of the work, although some adjustment 
may be made for participation. [If you have a question about whether or not collaboration is allowed, or how to cite a 
reference, please ask. It is always better to check than to be accused of an unintended violation of the academic honesty 
policy]. Violations of the academic honesty policy will be dealt with in accordance to university policies [Refer to current 
Academic Catalog “Academic Integrity and Misconduct”]. 

Course Level Penalties: A first offense may result in a failing grade for the assignment. Second offenses may result in 
failure in the course. Significantly egregious violations may result in expulsion from the university. When in doubt give 
credit for all information that did not come directly out of your head! 

 
DISABILITY STATEMENT 

Students with a documented disability requesting classroom accommodations or modifications, either permanent or 
temporary, resulting from the disability are encouraged to inform the faculty in the first week of the program. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



EXTENDED SYLLABUS FOR HONORS STUDENTS: 
 
 

- A.M.Ortese, Il mare non bagna Napoli. La città involontaria 
- R.La Capria. Ferito a morte. Cap. 2-3 
- E. De Filippo. Napoli milionaria.  
-  

Students who major in Italian Studies are required to submit a final 5000 word-dissertation in Italian language. 
Students from different Majors are allowed to submit the final dissertation in English language. 
 

⇒ Research Topic 
- La letteratura che racconta l’orrore: l’Inferno di Dante nelle pagine di Primo Levi. 
- Napoli in corsivo: tra A.M.Ortese, E. Ferrante e E. De Filippo. 

 
These standards use as criteria the Elements of Academic Writing.  
A paper in the A-range (A or A-) demonstrates a mastery of the Elements of Academic Writing. It advances an interesting, 
arguable thesis; establishes a compelling motive to suggest why the thesis is original or worthwhile; analyzes evidence 
insightfully and in depth; draws from well-chosen sources, deploying them in a variety of ways; employs a logical and 
progressive structure; and is written in a graceful and sophisticated style.  
A paper in the B-range (B+, B, B-) Essays are strong and succeed in many ways but present a few key “Elements” that 
need significant work. While these essays offer an engaging and intelligent discussion, certain aspects don't yet live up to 
their full potential. “B+” essays might, for instance, offer a partial thesis  
and some good work with evidence but need substantial development in both areas and/or present shortcomings in 
others. 
A paper in the C-range (C+, C, C-) Essays possess potential but are flawed in their current form, with several areas that 
require substantial improvement. These essays require significant, further revision in all or most pertinent “Elements.” 
A paper in the D-range provides little evidence and analysis; draw on sources insufficiently; or display an incoherent or 
rambling structure. It does, however, show signs of attempting to engage with the sources and skills expected in the 
assignment, and it is at least half the assigned length.  
A paper earning a grade of E does not fulfill the basic expectations of the assignment. It may be less than half the 
assigned length or fail to engage with the sources and skills expected in the assignment. For example, in a research 
paper, the essay may show no signs of research. 
 

GRADING SCALE 

A       95%-100% 
A-     90%-94% 
B+     87%-89% 
B       83%-86% 
B-      80%-82% 
C+     77%-79% 

C       73%-76% 
C-      70%-72% 
D+     67%-69% 
D       63%-66% 
D-     60%-62% 
F       < 60 

 
GRADE Breakdown.  
 
Midterm grade are determined according to the following breakdown:  
 

● Attendance, class participation: 30% 
● Oral presentation: 40% 

Weekly Writing Assignments (open questions): 30% 
 

 



Final grades are determined according to the following breakdown:  
 

● Attendance, class participation: 25% 
● Midterm exam (oral presentation): 25% 
● Weekly Writing Assignments (open questions): 20% 
● Research Paper: minimum 8-page paper: 30%   (Times New Roman 12, double spaced) + bibliography. 

 


