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COURSE DESCRIPTION

A land of encounter and finding, of retreat and loss, Latin America is the place where
man finally stopped his wandering throughout the world. Finis Terrae, Land’s End. This
continent has been described and recreated by many travelers, who along with giving a
lucid glimpse of this region and its people; they also revealed much of their own selves.
This course aims to approach these kaleidoscopic gazes of South America from a human
scale: Latin America or a “nostalgia for the space.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of the course the students are expected to:

1. Know the genre’s formal diversity

2. Understand its role in representing foreign cultures and individuals
3. Appreciate Latin America through the eyes of notable travelers

4. Approach the Chilean region from different perspectives

PRINCIPAL CONTENT

- First Unit: Travel Writing
- Second Unit: Latin American Journeys
- Third Unit: Through Chilean and Foreign Eyes

TEACHING AND EVALUATION METHODOLOGY

Seminar-style classes which are complemented with reading and writing assignments.
The course has a practical framework. Students will understand travel literature by
engaging with its strategies and forms, in order to write their own travel accounts.

The genre will be approached from a cinematic perspective as well: documentaries and
films will be shown so the students can have both a visual representation of the travel
experience and to get to know the lives of notable travel writers.
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